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News and Views, by Frank Wardynski 

Is it climate change, a weather anomaly, or the beginning of the end? 

My title is designed to draw emotion and interest to the issue. The issue I want to address is the 
mild winter with limited snow accumulation. I do not think it is the beginning of the end even 
though there are those that do want to use that fear tactic to bring awareness. Regardless of 
identifying our mild winter as climate change or just a weird irregularity, it deserves mention about 
how it may impact us this summer and how we may manage our agriculture enterprises. 

In the spring of 2023, the Growing UP Ag Association hosted Dr. Jeff Andresen as a guest speaker 
via Zoom to discuss the change in our weather over the past 30 years. Regardless of your opinion of 
whether climate change or global warming is real, Dr. Andresen did an excellent job of reporting 
real data from UP weather stations of what weather has done in the UP over the past 30 years. He 
does not claim the cause for change. For example, he is very deliberate to not say it is due to 
carbon dioxide accumulation in the atmosphere. 

Dr. Andresen’s points, compared to 30 years ago, the UP is warmer. It is warmer in the winter 
months but not in the summer. We are receiving more precipitation today than 30 years ago and 
extreme weather events are more extreme and more frequent. Does anyone remember the 
rainstorm in Houghton of 2018? 

I really bring this up to talk about challenges that a mild winter with limited precipitation may have 
on our crops this coming growing season and management decisions we may be thinking about 
now. I do not have any scientific data to support my worries that the current lack of snow fall is 
going to lead to a drought, but it has me thinking about it. Certainly, all my recommendations will 
not apply for everybody but hopefully some will. 

I want to start with grazing. More intensive management practices can help during drought years. 
Last year we were very dry here in Ontonagon as well as other locations across the UP. At a time 
when I should have ramped up grazing management efforts, I was focused on making hay and 
neglected the grazing. I like to leave about 50% of the forage behind. Maybe during dry weather, I 
should have left more but I certainly should not have taken more. But when cows should be going 
to the next pasture, I was busy mowing or baling and would many times leave them too long and 
over graze. Consequently, stressing plants more, leaving less ground cover and causing more 
moisture loss from the soil. 

During hay making I kept mowing at four inches. I wish I had raised the mower to at least six inches 
to leave more forage to protect the ground from sun exposure and evaporative moisture loss. 
Leaving more uncut forage would have left more viable root underground, with more water 
reaching capabilities. It also would have left more leaf material above ground for photosynthesis to 
start regrowth. 

Cover crops – Crop farmers with winter growing cover crops will want to evaluate their upcoming 
termination and tillage practices. Many times, those crops are harvested as forage. Is this the year 
to not terminate the crop and leave standing to protect soil from evaporative moisture loss? Will 
early termination help minimize the moisture the crop pulls out of soil into the upper plant? Can 
we no-till into the cover crop?  

Drought tolerant crops – look at crops that will produce well in drought conditions. Sorghum-sudan 
grass in a high yield crop that is drought tolerant and likes heat. In hot dry summers the sorghum 
species will produce good yields. But note it is not a high-quality forage as compared to corn silage. 

The MSU Extension web page always has drought management information as we watch the 
weather this spring and summer. 
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The World Food Prize Michigan Youth Institute is an opportunity for teens to explore solutions to critical local 
and global challenges. 

As millions across the globe deal with food insecurity, the World Food Prize Michigan Youth Institute (WFP MIYI) 
offers young people an opportunity to be part of the solution. Held May 9 in East Lansing, or by participating from 
anywhere else using Zoom video/web conference technology, the event seeks to inspire and prepare the next gen-
eration of global leaders to address critical global challenges.  

To participate, youth should be in grades 7-12 and register by the March 15 deadline. As part of the registra-
tion process, youth are required to prepare and submit a 3-to-5-page paper about a country and one of 20 key fac-
tors that affect food security in that country.  At the event, youth present and discuss their papers with other 
attendees and research and industry experts and see how MSU faculty, staff, and students are engaged in cutting 
edge work related to global challenges. The top performing students at the WFP MIYI will be selected to attend the 
World Food Prize Global Youth Institute in Des Moines, Iowa, in October. 

There is no cost to participate in the WFP MIYI. For more information, visit www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/ or contact 
event coordinator Brian Wibby (wibby@msu.edu or 906-439-5065) 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/
mailto:wibby@msu.edu
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Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop           

Consultants 

Feed  Seed  Fertilizer 

 

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 

At the heart of growing America 
100 years of Ag Experience 

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting 
 

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4487  Fax:  (906) 786-3450 

Johnson Brothers Livestock 
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI 

 

Buying or Hauling Cattle 

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays 

 

Call Gary Johnson  

Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 

Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. 
 

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon 

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business 

If you’re thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of it, 
call us!  We can help!   

Hay & Straw available 
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005  

www.rosebushsalebarn.com  

Weston, WI 
(715) 573-4924   

www.srangus.com   
 

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects 
for sale private treaty.  Bulls are fertility tested 

and bred for calving ease and performance.   

 

 

 

Registered Maine Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL FARMS 

Open & Bred Heifers and Breeding Age 

Bulls Available 

 

Breeding cattle to impact the  

present and influence the future.  

                               Breeding Stock—Bulls 

Show Prospects–Steers 

Duane & Lisa Simpkins & Sons 

Duane Cell 989-329-6141 

Lisa Cell  989-578-0328 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 

Home 989-426-8185 

Cell 989-329-4668 

Gladwin, MI 

 
President: Peter Kleiman 

Secretary: Shannon McHugh-Sanders 

(906) 779-1774 
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St. Louis Sale every Monday 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information (989) 681-2191 

SMC 

Stephenson Marketing Cooperative 
We want to be your first choice! 

Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI 
                     (800) 445-6167              (800) 962-3008 

Aurora, WI 
(800) 962-3007 

Classifieds 
For Sale: Red or Black Wagyu Bulls, Call Paul at MSU 906-439-5114  
Ext. 2 
 

For Sale: Alfalfa Baleage, Contact Jim Dalgord 906-644-2107 
 

For Sale: Red Angus Bull , 1 1/2 year old, Great bloodline, good 
disposition, 1832#. Call Don Nault 906-786-3951 Or Cell 906-398-
9865 

 

Wanted:  Pasture for 25-35 cow calf pairs for the summer of 2024 
in the Eastern UP.  Will consider a custom grazing arrangement as 
well.  Call Ben (989) 370-3570. 
 

Straw for Sale:  Small squares or 4x5 Large round bales. Call Paul 
at MSU  906-439-5114 Ext. 2 
 

FOR SALE:  Inline Bale Wrapper, 2015 Anderson NWX-660.  Honda 
gas engine, self propelled, remote control.  Stored inside last 2 
years.  $24,000.  Also, 1000 gallon pull behind Sprayer with 60 ft 
boom.  $1,000.  Both in Hancock.  Call Nate (906)370-1876. 
FOR SALE: Hay, mixed round bales, 700# stored inside.  Also small 
square bales of straw.  Call Jim Myers (906)399-1649 or (906) 466-
2672. 
FOR SALE:  small square bales of straw and small squares of first 
crop hay.  Call Marenger’s Farm (906)384-6587. 
FOR SALE:  Mixed Hay round bales, 700#, $20.  Call Alan or Karen 
Raynard @ (906) 647-6697, Pickford.  

Skinners 
 

Pickford, MI 
(906) 647-5655 or  

(877) 647-2500 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland 

Marlette Livestock Auction  
Monthly Dairy & Feeder Cattle Auctions  

Sale Date February 10, 2024 
Featuring Dairy Cattle, Cow/Calf Pairs & Bred Brood Cows, 

Breeder Bulls, & Feeder Steers & Heifers 
Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday @ 12:00 PM 

1000+ Small Squares & 150+ Rounds/Large Squares Weekly 
Livestock Auction - Every Monday @ 1:00 PM 

Including Calves, Sheep & Goats, Feeders, Hogs, Bulls, Beef, & 
Butcher Cows 

6381 Euclid St., Marlette, MI 48453 
Robert Filhart, Owner (989)330-6005 
Haley Filhart, Owner (989)430-2055 

Market Report 
Choice Steers   $150-$178 per 100 lbs.  
Holstein Steers   $115-$159 per 100 lbs.  
Hogs    $31-$42 per 100 lbs.  
Lambs    $170-$240 per 100 lbs.  
Cull cows   $80-$110 per 100 lbs.  
Calves    $150-$310 per 100 lbs.  
Goats    $250-$400 per 100 lbs.  
Breeding and Feeder Animals  
Grade Holstein cows top   $3300/head  
Grade Holstein bred heifers top $3000/head 

Feed Prices across the U.P.     
          Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 
Corn  $15.81      $316.25    $220-510 
Soymeal $29.06      $581.25    $520-655 
Oats  $18.44      $368.75    $319-416 
Barley  $13.81       $276.25    $200-386 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 
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https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-nw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-sw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=wmt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=weo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ver
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=tpd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=swm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=shv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sdk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=scd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sbe
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rom
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rfw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ncm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pky
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pig
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pcc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ost
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=obl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=old
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nwm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ner
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=msu
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mou
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mml
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mgr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=men
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mea
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mcb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lpr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lin
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=les
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ldt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=law
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kzo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kwd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=knd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kbs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kal
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ith
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=htc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hrt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hfd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hdn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=haw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=has
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grj
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=gay
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=flt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fgv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fev
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=esc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=epr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ent
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=emt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=eld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=dow
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=drf
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cmc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cer
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cas
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=brs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bnz
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bna
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bel
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bbc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=arl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alg
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=aet
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=acp

